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This writing is from an article that was most likely published in an Iowa paper in the 1840’s or 50’s.

(1) Robert Walker, Jr. III   b 1738           married Elizabeth Brice b 1744

      (2) James Walker I   b May 03, 1767 married Sarah Mary (Betsey) Burnett b Oct 11, 1788

              (3)   Joseph Walker I b Jun 19, 1819  married   Cloy Jane Powelson b Sep 22, 1831

                         (4)   Henry Allen Walker          b Dec 20, 1853   married Carrie Lodeskie Scott b Jul 25, 1861

                                        Scott Allen Walker I  b Feb 16, 1893   married Columbia (Pete) Isabella Powelson b Jun 25, 1893

                                                Cara Walker Brehm    

                                                          Kathy Brehm LaPella    This is me.  Whose website you are looking at.

                                        Carrie Evelyn Walker b Aug 30, 1898  married  Edward Uriah Opfell  b Aug 13, 1897

                                                 James (Jim) Edward Opfell     This is the Jim who wrote many of the stories on the Walker, Powelsons etc.

                        (4)   JOSEPH WALKER II   b June 29, 1858  married Cora Adams b Nov 28, 1859

                                     Fred M Walker         b Nov 26, 1884

                                     Bernice S Walker      b Aug 25, 1889

                                     Myron Joseph Walker b Sep 05, 1892

                                     Ralph Adams Walker  b Apr 22, 1896

I do not have any of the descendants of Joseph Walker II.  I am looking for them.  

  (4) Joseph Walker II is one of the extensive landholders of Johnson County and is one of its most successful businessmen as well.  He belongs to an old pioneer family, one that has always been held in high regard by all.  

  He was born in Johnson County, June 29, 1858, son of Joseph Walker.  (3) Joseph Walker, Sr., was born in Portage County, Ohio, in 1819, son of James Walker.

   Third in the family of seven children, Joseph Walker, of this review, was reared to farm work and upon reaching maturity continued this line of endeavor for some years.  He carried on agricultural operations in Pleasant Valley Township until he moved to Hills to take charge of Hills Savings Bank.  He lived there about seven and one-half years, and was identified with the progress of Hills.  In 1911 he retired from active life and came to Iowa City to live.  He is well known throughout Johnson County and to financial institutions, recognized as an able businessman and an enterprising, useful citizen.  He has various interests in Johnson County, banking circles, and is a fit representative of one of the oldest and most respected families in his community.  He was president of Lone Tree Savings Bank for seven years and a director of the same.

  February 22, 1883, Mr. Walker married Cora Adams, a former schoolteacher of Johnson County.  They are parents of three sons and one daughter;  Fred M. Walker, deceased; Bernice; Myron J.; Ralph E. 

   Mrs. Joseph Walker, of this review, is well educated.  She was one of the first teachers employed to teach high school in Lone Tree, Iowa.  When her husband took charge of the Hills Savings Bank she took right hold with him.  Her thorough business training in her schoolwork proved her a valuable assistant cashier in the bank, a lady of true culture and refinement and executive ability.  She was a very active worker of the Presbyterian Church at Hills while living there.  Of their two sons living, Myron J. is a graduate of Iowa City high school and was a junior of the S.U.I. prior to entering the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, where he is midshipman.  The other son, Ralph E., is a student of the Iowa City high school.  Mr. and Mrs. Walker can feel justly proud of these boys.  Having received a Christian training, Mrs. Walker is a lady of many accomplishments and traces her lineage to President John Quinsy Adams.  Mr. Walker is one of the capitalists of Johnson County, the owner of 1,600 acres of good farming lands in the county and in Macon County, Missouri.  He is trustee in a very large tract of land in Missouri.

  The Walker family has traveled extensively, north, east, and south, but is glad to call Iowa their home. 

 (2) James Walker, who was a native of Virginia, moved to Ohio when it was still a territory, and there married Miss Mary Burnett, a native of Ohio.  The nine children born of this union were:  Robert, Nancy, Samuel, James, Eliza, Joseph, Laura, Fannie, and Henry.  Nancy married James Penwell, of Ohio; Eliza married Benjamin Wortinger, of Ohio; Laura married Henry Welsh, of Johnson County, Iowa, and they moved to Kansas;  Fannie married George Walker, formerly of New York, and they settled in Johnson County, Iowa.

James Walker, the grandfather of Joseph, came to Johnson County in 1840 and located in Pleasant Valley Township, where he died in 1847, having sent but a few years in the new home.  His widow died in 1848.  He was an industrious farmer and a successful businessman, a kind friend and good neighbor, and popular with all whom knew him.  He was a stanch democrat in politics.  He left his descendants the example of a well-spent life, and made his impress on the community.


(3) Joseph Walker, Sr. whose education was limited to a month in Ohio, came to Johnson county, Iowa, in the fall of 1837, one of the first pioneers to arrive in the settlement of this region.  In June, 1847, he married Jane Powelson and they became parents of seven children:  Mary, married Martin Burge; Henry, of Iowa City; Joseph, whose name stands at the head of this review; Callie, wife of John McCollester, of Iowa City; Emma, wife of I.R. Thompson, of Des Moines; and Minnie Belle, died when very young.  The farther of these children took an honorable part in local affairs and always upheld the best interests of his community.  He was one of the first farmers to feed stock in Pleasant Valley Township.  He was active to his last illness.  He passed away August 13, 1893, and his wife in April 1890.  He was a Universalist.

  At the time the fort was constructed for the Indians in Tama County he and Governor Kirkwood helped to make it.  He was an extensive stockman and loved to be among his herds.  Although not having much schooling he was a careful man at figures, was very active, and a successful farmer.  He was at work in the hay fields where he was taken sick with his last illness.  He began with a small capital and acquired a competence for his children.

Mrs. Cora (Adams) Walker is a daughter of Moses Adams, now deceased, formerly living on Oak Grove farm, on Section 22 Cedar Township, Johnson county, and a native of Oxford county, Maine, born November 2, 1815.  He was the sixth of nine children born to his parents and became an expert farmer in his earlier years, coping with pioneer conditions and in his later years taking advantage of the laborsaving devices, which had been brought into more general use.  

          Moses Adams received a limited education in the district school, moving with his parents to Ohio when a boy, in 1826.  In 1838 he started in life for himself, and in the autumn of that year started for Iowa.  He went south by canal to the Ohio River, then on down the river and up the Mississippi river to Burlington, where he attended a land sale.  He then came on to Johnson County.  He rented land there for a time and in 1845 entered land in Cedar Township, erecting a log house in the wilderness, his nearest neighbors being the Indians.  Beer and other game were plentiful, and he found the conditions such as are described in the first volume of this work.  He used five or six yoke of oxen to break soil, for himself and also for others.  For the first corn he sold he received twelve and one-half cents per bushel, and Muscatine (then known as Bloomington) was his nearest trading point for some time.  In 1856 he married Sarah Keisler, a native of Ohio, who came to Iowa with her parents in 1851.  Her father, Josiah Keisler, was born in Greensboro (or Greensburg), PA, in 1802, and died in 1881; his father having been killed by Indians, as a boy Josiah Keisler was “bound out” to a Quaker family.  After coming to Iowa he became an export marksman and noted hunter.  In 181 he enlisted for service in the Civil War.  He married Mary Regesteer, a native of Washington Co, PA and died in 1868.  Six children were born to them.

        Moses Adams and wife had three sons and three daughters, of whom Miss Cora became the wife of Joseph Walker, as above mentioned.  She was formerly a schoolteacher in Johnson County.  Her father held various positions of trust in Cedar Township and was a republican in polities.  He passed away on the home farm.  Mrs. Adams survives at the home of our subject.  His loss was sadly mourned by many friends.

         His father John E Adams, also a native of Maine, moved to Cuyahoga County, Ohio, in 1826, bought a homestead near Cleveland, which he cleared and improved.  He died in 1850 at the age of fifty-nine years, while on a visit to Iowa.  His wife, Sara (Moody) Adams, was of English descent and born in Massachusetts.  She died several years prior to her husband.  John E. Adams participated in the War of 1812.

