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To my cousins, our family lines are as follows:

Julia Buell Powelson; Americus Webster Buell;  and Carlos Fremont Buell

Their parents:  Harriet Minerva Thrall who married Abraham Woodruff Buell

Grandfather:  Eliphas R Thrall

Great grandfather:  Eliphas Thrall

This story is from Robin’s Genealogy Page.

The Story of Eliphas Thrall and Mary Mead

Eliphas Thrall was born June 23, 1767 in Windsor, CT, the seventh child of Samuel Thrall and Lucy Winchell. Samuel was a farmer and a veteran of the French and Indian War. By 1769, when Eliphas was about two, the family moved to Granville, MA. The American Revolution began when Eliphas was nine, and Samuel served in the Massachusetts militia as a supply officer. Eliphas' oldest brother, Samuel, Jr., also enlisted. In 1790, the Thralls moved to Rutland, VT, except for the two older daughters Theodosia and Lucy, who were probably married by then, and Samuel Jr. 

In Rutland, Eliphas met and married Mary Mead, daughter of Ezra Mead and Tryphena Burton. The Meads had moved to Rutland from Dutchess Co., NY in 1769. Her father died in Rutland around 1785, when Mary was twelve. 

Eliphas is listed separately from his father in the 1790 census in Rutland, so had his own household, and possibly was already married. The household contained two males over sixteen and two females, but it is not clear exactly who they were. The exact dates of birth for Eliphas and Mary's children are not known, the oldest daughter was probably Orilla, born about 1794, and the oldest son Joel, born probably about 1792 or 1793. By 1803, they also had Oliver, Lyman, and Caroline. In January of 1803, Eliphas bought one hundred acres of land in Underhill, VT, quite a bit north of Rutland, where Ezra Mead, either Mary's father or brother was living. Eliphas R., the fourth son, was born that April, probably in Underhill. By November, the family was certainly living there, as Eliphas is listed in land records at that time as "of Underhill".

It is not known when the Eliphas stopped being a Congregationalist and became Methodist, but there is a family story that they converted when living on the frontier, because there was a Methodist circuit rider, but no Congregational church. Underhill may have been that frontier- by the time the family moved to Granville, OH in 1815, there was already a Congregational church there. Mary Mead Thrall became a member of the Baptist church in Granville, and it is possible that her parents were Baptists. 

The Thralls lived in Underhill for twelve years and had three more children there: Benjamin, Aaron, and Worthy. On the last day of August,1815, Eliphas granted Luther Dixon power of attorney to oversee his Underhill property, and the family set off west for Granville, OH, a settlement in Licking Co., where Eliphas' brother Samuel was living. Also moving to Ohio from Vermont in 1815, was Eliphas' sister-in-law Olive, widow of his brother Aaron, and her children and second husband William Mead. Another brother, Jesse Thrall, followed in 1819, with his wife Mabel and five children. By 1820, Mary's brother Ezra Mead was in Granville as well. 

After almost eleven years in Granville, Eliphas "departed this life in the faith of the gospel" March 15, 1834 (Granville Methodist church records). He left a will, leaving to his wife Mary " all my household and kitchen furniture my mare Rate [?] and her colt and half of my Stock of Cattle Sheep and hogs and the use of my brick house"; to his grandson, Samuel Thrall Cooper " provided he lives with us or lives with my executor until he is twenty one years of age two hundred dollars at that time but provided he is put to learn a trade by the time he is sixteen years of age then when he is of age I direct that my executor give him one hundred dollars"; and "all the residue of my property both real and personal to my Son Eliphas R. Thrall and to his heirs and assigns forever Subject to the following Incumbrance that is he is to provide for and maintain my wife Mary in a suitable manner during her life." None of the other sons or daughters are named. Eliphas and Mary had been caring for their two grandchildren, Sarah Ann and Samuel Thrall Cooper, since the death of their daughter Caroline in 1826. Caroline's other two children, William and Stephen, were sent to live with their Cooper grandparents. 

Mary died in 1841. No stories remain about her or Eliphas to leave clues about their personality. The only words of Eliphas that we have recorded are those in his will. Eliphas and Mary were apparently able to get along well in spite of attending different churches. We don't know if Mary could read, but in the deed records of Licking Co., OH, she signed with a mark. Maybe some other branches of descendants will have preserved some stories about these two. 

Children of Eliphas and Mary:

Joel, probably born about 1793 in Rutland, VT. He died January 16, 1827 in Granville, OH. A handwritten note in my copy of Walter G. Thrall's genealogy reads "Joel died left one child".

Orilla, probably born about 1794 in Rutland, VT. She married Johnson Brown, probably in Underhill, before 1815, and was the only member of the family to remain in Vermont. She may later have moved to Illinois, but we have not yet found her there. She had at least four children: Elaphus, Clara, Oliver, and George.

Oliver Adams, born July 29, 1796, probably in Rutland, VT. He married Margaret Parker, July 1, 1819, in Licking Co., OH. He is mentioned in a newspaper clipping in the Granville Methodist Church archives, Granville Times about 1864:

"Oliver A. Thrall joined the Methodist Church early in life. He filled many official positions in the church. As a trustee, he was one of the building committee for the old meeting house. He and his younger brother Eliphas were the James and John - the sons of thunder - in the early days of the Granville Society - indeed, they belonged to a stock that was noted for being aggressive rather than passive, in anything they undertook. Oliver A. removed to Mt. Carmel, IL, where he died some years ago."

Oliver is not on the membership list when the records began in 1831, and was probably already in Wabash Co., IL by that time. He and Margaret had four children: Elizabeth Ovilla, Joel Parker, Samantha Caroline, and Eliphas. After Margaret's death, April 26, 1845, he married her sister Hannah Parker, widow of Guy Lockwood. He died August 15, 1858, and is buried in Ridge Cemetery, Wabash Co., IL.

Lyman, born March 27, 1798, probably in Rutland, VT. He married Abby Phelps, July 6, 1823, in Licking Co., OH. We don't know when he moved to Illinois, but he died near Mt. Carmel, IL, May 9, 1858, and is buried in Rice Cemetery, Bone Gap, Edwards Co., IL. His children were: Benjamin Franklin, Homer G., Mary, Henry, Lyman, and Lucy. 

Caroline, born about 1799, probably in Rutland, VT. She married Samuel Cooper, August 19, 1819, in Licking Co., OH. Probably soon after their marriage, they moved near Mt. Carmel, IL where Samuel and two other men were starting a foundry. Her children were William, Samuel Thrall, Sarah Ann, and Stephen. She died August 17, 1826, soon after Stephen was born. Samuel Cooper sent the four children back to Ohio to be raised by their grandparents. 

Mary, born about 1801, probably in Rutland, VT. She married Thomas Parker, April 29, 1819, in Licking Co., OH. He became a Methodist minister in 1832. They lived near Pataskala, OH. The names of their children are not known. A handwritten note in my copy of Walter G. Thrall's genealogy states "Mr. Parker and wife had 9 children. Lost 3."

Eliphas R., born April 7, 1803, probably in Underhill, VT. He married Julian Nichols, August 9, 1827, Licking Co., OH. They had twelve children: Martha, Eleazer Nichols, Harriet Minerva, Aaron, Charlotte, George O., Edward N., William H., Henry S., Lewis S., Corwin, and Franklin R. 

Benjamin, born about 1805, probably in Underhill, married Eliza Pyle around 1832. A handwritten note in Walter G. Thrall's genealogy reads "Dr. Benjn F. had 9 children, lost 3. He died in Kirkersville, Ohio". 

Aaron, born about 1807, probably in Underhill, married Cynthia, and had at least three children: George, Susan E., and Aaron A. He died Christmas Day, 1847, and is buried in Sand Hill #2 Cemetery, Mt. Carmel, IL. 

Worthy, born June 22, 1809, in Underhill, VT, married Hannah James in 1834, and soon after moved to Bone Gap, Edwards Co., IL. He was trained as a blacksmith, but mostly did carpentry. He was a Methodist class leader at the Bone Gap church in 1835. The story is that Worthy became sick and died after cutting wood for the minister in very cold weather. Worthy died in 1852 in Bone Gap and is buried in the Methodist cemetery there. His children were Mary Elizabeth, Laura Lucina, Cyrus, Rachel Emeline, Rigdon, Hanna Caroline, and Leonidas Worthy. Only the two youngest and two oldest children lived to adulthood. After Worthy's death, Hannah supported the family by doing extra weaving. 
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THE WILL OF ELIPHAS THRALL:

Licking County Recorder's Office, Newark, Ohio, in Deed Record Book N-N, pages 188-9. The will was made 21 August
1833; he died 15 March 1834; the will was received and approved by the court 3 April 1834, but not recorded until 13 April 1843. The witnesses, Walter and Jesse Thrall, testified in court that Eliphas "was of Sound Mind and Memory of full age
and not under any restraint to the best of their belief." Paragraphing, absent in the original, has been added.]

Know all men by these presents that I Eliphas Thrall of Licking County Ohio being weak in body but of Sound Mind do make this my last will and testament in manner following to wit

First I ordain that all my lawful debts be paid

2d I give and bequeath all my household and kitchen furniture my mare Rate [?] and her colt and half of my Stock of Cattle Sheep and hogs and the use of my brick house to my wife Mary during her life

3d I direct my executor hereafter named to give to my grandson Samuel Thrall
Cooper (Son of my dear [or dec'd.=deceased?] daughter Caroline) provided he lives
with us or lives with my executor until he is twenty one years of age two hundred
dollars at that time but provided he is put to learn a trade by the time he is sixteen
years of age then when he is of age I direct that my executor give him one hundred
dollars

4th My wife Mary is to dispose of the household furniture after my decease as she may choose

5th I give all the residue of my property both real and personal to my Son Eliphas R. Thrall and to his heirs and assigns forever Subject to the following Incumbrance that is he is to provide for and maintain my wife Mary in a suitable manner during her life.

6th I herby constitute and appoint my son Eliphas R. Thrall my executor of this my last will and testament.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 21st day of August AD 1833

Eliphas Thrall
