The HOMEPAGE for this site is:   http://www.lapella.net/
Information about Thomas Carson Scott (T.C.Scott) and family.    By Jim Opfell  March 2002


Sometimes family history is confusing.  I think most of the time.  Here is a little history to help

     know who the people are in this story.

Abraham Scott  b abt 1794-1795 in New Jersey

Elizabeth Silverthorn    May 1, 1801  Springfield Twp, Erie Co, Pennsylvania

Children:

Thomas Carson Scott              Aug 11, 1820    known as ‘T.C.’  copies of his Bible and will are shown.

     Irvin and Dolly Thoma Scott

                James Anson Scott    

     Carrie Scott Walker

               Scott Walker I 

                           Cara Walker Brehm

                                     Kathy Brehm LaPella

              Carrie Walker Opfell 

                             Ruth Opfell Roberts

                             James (Jim) Opfell

              Willis Walker   

John Silverthorn Scott                 Jan 7, 1823

Alfred P Scott
                                    1832

Fidelia Jane Scott                    Aug 11, 1838    a picture of Fidelia Scott Powelson and her son James Howard Powelson are shown.

Abraham Scott was one of six brothers, who came to America, but didn't get along, so they went their separate ways.
   Abraham and Elizabeth Scott, lived in Wrightsburg (now Saybrook, the township east of Geneva) until 1823, when their mortgaged farm was
repossessed by the Hart interests, foreclosing on the Wright estate.  Abraham moved to 50 acres of land in Harpersfield (south of Geneva Twp.)

Here is probably where T.C. learned his ABC's in Spencerian Script.  Abraham bought 100 acres in Madison Twp. then Geauga Co. (the
county where Jim Opfell now lives, but which is now in Lake Co., and is west of Geneva Twp.) in 1826, and this is where Fidelia Scott, the youngest sister was born. About 1837, the economy had collapsed, from the failure of the Bank of the United States, and in Ohio, the Mormons Bank.
     In about 1838, T.C. decided to be a riverboat man, and taking off down the Erie - Ohio Canal at Canal Winchester, lived on the rivers Ohio and Mississippi for about 15 years.  While on the river, T.C. was probably calling out the Mark Twain, as his paddle boat steamed into Hannibal's dock, where it was heard by the youthful Sam Clemens. T.C. kept a diary in that same Spencerian Script, complete with the boats he had served on
the lawsuits he entered to draw pay sometimes, prices paid for farm sales, and the location in Franklin Co. Missouri where his father was buried.

    In 1840, Abraham and Elizabeth are found in the census in Kirtland, Ohio with four children, John and Alfred, and unnamed daughter and Fidelia.
    In 1848, T.C. enlisted with the U.S. Cavalry in New Orleans, and spent the better part of that year in Tampico, Mexico, guarding the port where
the US Army had invaded that country.

   In 1850 T.C. is listed as a single person in Muscatine, Iowa, while his parents, Abraham and Elizabeth, are in Iowa, now with two children, living next door to the Marlins, in Yatton, Iowa.  Soon they were joined by T.C., who claimed a 160-acre quarter section from his soldier's warrant. Here in 1851 he married one of the remaining Marlin daughters, Salome.
    Platt R. Spencer, (who taught T.C. to write) eventually founded a Penmanship Company in Cleveland, and from where it was moved to Chicago, and I understand may still be in business in Milwaukee.  Visit Platt R. Spencer Geneva on the web and be surprised how many hits you open up to.
    Abraham is first mentioned in Ashtabula Records in 1816, when he joined 6 others to purchase land for a graveyard on the Wrightsburg – Geneva Townships line. In 1819, he was married to Elizabeth Silverthorn of Ashtabula, and in 1820 he is shown on the census, as well as on the property map on South Ridge Road.

   From Jim Opfell’s email:   “A curious story, when Abraham died, one of the articles in the estate was a note from his brother John, (our ancestor) for $30 VA, or about $10 US. Obviously it was old, an for the share that John had purchased of the Powelson farm, that Abraham, as well as John, had inherited. The note was classed uncollectible, and therefore worthless. I told Lois Lesher (a descendant of Abraham's who lives in Iowa) that If I could scrape up $30 in Confederate money, I would get around to paying her family off.  Another researcher who's name I will introduce is Bob Winder. You may know him, as a descendant of Robert Alexander, Jr., Charles Wesley's older brother. Bob sent a 5000 names file of the Powelson’s, etc, that he had scraped together from Gladys's earlier publication, and sent it to LDS before 1992, when it appeared in Family Search. It appears that some of the SMOCK information on that web site was from what Bob Winder had sent in.”

  Regarding T.C. Scott’s Bible.

     These family pages from an 1864 Bible that was once owned by T.C. Scott. (Or it may be 1854, soon after Saloma's death?) 

The elegant penmanship can be traced to Platt R. Spencer of Geneva, Ohio (1800-1880), who was a teacher in those parts before
schools. He would pass from home to home, teaching his craft to one and all who were in attendance, then move to another home.


Thomas Carson Scott’s Bible has traveled into many hands.

  In 1907, Thomas Carson Scott’s grandson, James Anson Scott was killed when a log fell on him. 

A year or two later, James’ parents, Irvin and Dolly (Thoma) Scott decided to move from Riverside, and hired an 'immigrant car' from the railroad, taking them to the end of the line, which at that time was Scully Co., SD.   They removed livestock, furniture, and the six daughters, leaving their 5 sons in Iowa.  But before he left, he gave the Scott Bible to his sister, Carrie Scott Walker, whose home and possessions had been destroyed by fire in 1907.  Carrie kept this Bible, taking it to the Opfells in Okmulgee, OK and to the Willis Walkers in Hayes, KS, where she must have left it.  In 1990, when Jim Opfell attended the funeral of Willis's widow, it had been left on the dining room table, along with a few tintype Walker photos that had somehow been salvaged in the fire. Later, after being copied, it was passed to Ruth Opfell Roberts, and is now in the possession of Kathy Brehm LaPella.  (Cara Walker Brehm; Scott Walker I; Carrie Scott Walker)
There are at least two Walker Bibles. Phyllis Walker Ammentorp of St. Paul has the Joseph Walker Jr. Bible, and Mabel Kral of Lone Tree has
one that was kept by her great grandfather, Henry Walker.

Additional information from James Opfell that I don’t know where to put in the story above.

“There is an  Isaac Scott who lived in this area, which is where Abraham came circa 1816 from NJ, and is buried in S. Madison about 3 mi. north of where I now live. Perhaps he was one of these brothers. She also gave me copies of some wonderful pictures of  this branch of the family, and the river boat diary. She was instrumental in working with Enid Blubaugh, who lived in western Iowa, and was the dau. of one of mother's cousins. Enid worked out the Scott family from research, and contributed it to the History of the Silverthorn Family. There is a copy of this monumental three volume work in the Western Reserve Library in Cleveland, which I have used. Also are a number of newsletters that the publisher, Frank Fremont Reed of Santa Barbara has edited. Gladys Lorraine gave me some pages, and other pages I have gotten from Dan Silverthorn, who lives near her in Erie, PA. 
    Like the Powelsons, Silverthorns are easy to identify in the census, and other records, as about 95% all come from the one Immigrant, Oliver, who became a Quaker. So when you use Quaker Records, like Hinshaw, this family pops out all over and you get a pretty complete record, up until your ancestor, in our case, 
Thomas Silverthorn, is 'mou' = married out of unity, and is excommunicated from that society.  JIM O”


