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Many books are used in the creation of this story.

1. This family history is from the book “An American Family Powelson - Virginia Branch” printed 1988 by Gladys Powelson Jones.

2. Jim Opfells pages on the Powelson family.

3.  "David L. Smock, author of "HENDRICK MATTHYSEN SMAK (SMACK/SMOCK) & HIS DESCENDANTS, FIRST 3 GENERATIONS," gave us info on this family.

4. Bee Powelson letters

5. The research of Frank Wible Powelson, who lived in Wheeling and Pittsburgh.  He started research in 1912.

To start, I will quote from the pages of Frank Wible Powelson.  His research never was able to connect these lines.

“There are also several branches of families of Powelsons which I have not been able to connect with any of the four major branches.  

The four branches into which the family is divided are:  New York branch, the New Jersey branch, the Virginia Branch and the Pennsylvania branch. 

1. The progenitor of the New York branch is Cornelius Paulusyen, who was born about 1670, at Albany, NY.

2. That of the New Jersey branch is Johannes Powelson, who was born 1719 and lived most of his life in New Jersey. 

3. That of the Virginia branch is Powel Powelson, born about 1730 and the family moved into Virginia.

4. Lastly, that of the Pennsylvania branch is Patrick Powelson, who was born about 1780, the children of whom were raised in Pittsburgh.”

The Virginia branch is the family listed on these pages.

The oldest family members we have on the Powelson family are:

This information from “An American Family Powelson – Virginia Branch”

Cornelius (Cornelis Pauluszen) Powelson, is found on the records of the New York Reformed Dutch Church as a "Young man from Albany, "according to the Banns: "Getrouwt tot Brouckelen (Brooklyn) 11 Oct 1696, to Jannetje Andries.

Janetje Andries was baptized at Flatlands (Flatbush) Long Island, NJ 26 Jan 1679. This is the earliest confirmed record we have of these ancestors, on the paternal side.

(These records, copied from the original by the late Charles C. Gardner, are on file at the Reformed Church Historical Society, Sage Library, New Brunswick Theological Seminary, New Brunswick.

This information from Bee Powelson letter of 1985.

Collected by John P Powelson on the Virginia Branch of Powelsons.

VIRGINIA BRANCH:

  This branch is the most interesting of the 4 branches of the family. During the civil war, this branch was the only one that supplied men for both sides .

They are mostly farmers. The head of the branch was Powel Powelson who with his wife Lena was first heard of on the Baptismal records of the First Reformed Dutch Church of New Brunswick, NJ and about 1753 they lived 6 mile run and the R.D. Church of Sourland, the New Millstone R.D. Church.

Where they came from or when they came is not known.  John A. Powelson of Pluckamin, NJ is disposed to believe that Powel and Johannes Powelson born 1719 were brothers.  "In a letter from John A Powelson dated Sep 15, 1912 he writes: "It is said Powel & Lena moved from Flatlands, Long Is to Somerset Co NJ and that there was a large family""

  (Johannes P is of the New Jersey Branch. Info not included here by is also in the letter from Bee as we are not sure Powel & Johannes were brothers)......

   From New Brunswick the family moved up to Tinicum Twp, Bucks Co, Penn about the year 1775.  While here they owned 150 acres of land.  From PA they moved to Hampshire Co VA (now W VA) sometime between 1792 & 1800.

Charles H. Powelson would tell stories of the "First, there was old Powell, the old grandsire, he fought the Indians & then he fought the British & along came General Washington to lead them to chase the British out.

