Charles Wesley Powelson and Julia Buell Powelson

The HOMEPAGE for this site is:   http://www.lapella.net/
Robert Alexander Powelson I b Bet. 1798 – 1799 married Delilah Barnes b 1810

         *Charles Wesley Powelson                                                 

Abraham Woodruff Buell b Jun 9, 1830 married Harriet Minerva Thrall b Dec 30, 1832

          **Julia Anne Buell
     *Charles Wesley Powelson b Mar 9, 1849 married **Julia Anne Buell b Jul 10, 1854

        (2 of their 12 children)

        10    Ethel Powelson (Hueston)

        12.   Columbia Powelson       (see story about Scott and Columbia (Powelson) Walker)



Married Scott Walker



Child:  Cara Walker


        Cara Walker married Harold Brehm



  Child:  ***Kathy Brehm



  Married:   Arther LaPella

***  me – this is my website

Charles Wesley Powelson and Julia Buell Powelson

Updated:  October 2001

 (Charles Wesley Powelson ,Robert Alexander4, Charles3, Powel Charles2, Cornelius (Cornelis Paulluszen)1) 

 (Julia Anne4 Buell (Abraham Woodruff3, Hiram2, Joseph1)

There were many children in the family.  The joke was:  There were 10 girls and each one had 2 brothers.

So the person would have to guess how many children were in the family.

Charles Wesley Powelson:

He was born Mar 9, 1849 in Mt Victory, Muskingum, Ohio, and died Jan 8, 1906 in Mt Pleasant, Henry Co, IA.

He married Julia Anne Buell Jan 2, 1870 in Marion Co OH, daughter of Abraham Buell and Harriet Thrall.  She was born Jul 10, 1854 in Licking Co, Ohio, and died Jul 14, 1925 in Colfax, IA.

In about 1880 the family moved to Ringgold Co. in South Western IA.

He was a licensed Methodist minister in 1885. The family moved to Mt. Pleasant, IA. Their family story is mentioned in his daughter, Ethel Powelson Hueston’s book, the PREACHERS WIFE.

He was a Circuit Methodist minister.  There were 5 churches he worked with.

This is a story about Julia:

Whenever the family got together for a picnic, they would make ice cream.  (Using the old style hand churns)  When the ice cream was done, Julia would taste it.  She would always say, Hmmmm tastes good, but not enough salt.

Per John P Powelson papers 1970 on Charles and Julia:

This was a fun loving and affectionate family. Nearly all of children had college degrees.  Frank (Charles Francis) Powelson was one who did not. He quotes his mother as saying that he could have been as smart as the rest if he had his tonsils removed.  

  Charlie Powelson was a fun loving person with easygoing ways and a zest for life that often shocked his wife's sense of propriety.  Julia, the mother, was maternal to her Victorian depths. She was relieved to remove her cherished brood to Mt. Pleasant, IA with its culture, its college, its prohibition.  Mt. Pleasant was thoroughly respectable.

(10)  The story about their daughter Ethel Powelson Hueston:

    She was the author of over 50 books. Among them was the series of Prudence books.  Preacher’s Wife was a book devoted to the life story of the Powelsons.  She got out of all the work at the home by telling a story as the others worked.  
         Some of the books she wrote.    

If you have copies for sale, please contact me.  Cost no more than $30.00.  Lapella@msn.com.


      (A) Roof see Roof

           1.  Beauty For Sale


1934


 2.   Betty Gale on the Mesa

1919


 3.   Birds Fly South


1930


 4.   Blithe Baldwin



1933


 5.   Calamity Jane of Deadwood Gulch  1937


 6.   Coasting Down East


1924


 7.   Eve to the Rescue


1920

  
 8.   For Ginger’s Sake


1930


 9.   Ginger and Speed


1929


10.  Ginger Ella



1928


11.  Good Times



1932


12.  High Bridge



1938


13.  The Honorable Uncle Lancy
1939


14.  Idle Island



1927


15.  Leave it to Doris


1919


16.  Little Lady
**


1921   


17.  The Man of the Storm

1936


18.  Merry O



1923


19.  The People of This Town

1929


20.  Preacher’s Wife


1941


21.  Prudence of the Parsonage

1915


22.  Prudence Says So


1916


23.  Prudence’s Daughter


1924


24.  Prudence’s Omnibus

1936


25.  A Roof Over Their Heads

1937


26.  Rowena Rides the Rumble

1931


27.  Star of the West


1935


28.  Sunny Slopes



1917


29.  Swedey




1933


30.  That Hastings Girl


1933


31.  This One Kindness


1942


32.  Uncle Lancy for President

1940


33.  All About Marriage


1948


34.  Brotherly Love Unlimited

1951


35.  Drink to me Only


1943


36.  The Family Takes a Wife

1950


37.  Heaven and Vice Versa

1947


38.  Mother Went Mad on Monday
1944


39.  No Shortage of Men


1945


40.  Please, No Paregoric


1946


41.  The Reverend Mister “Red”
1949

(12)  The story about their daughter Columbia Powelson Walker:

 The story goes, that when the last baby girl was born, they couldn’t think of a name for her, because all the names were used up for her sisters.

One day, soon after a new baby girl was born, Julia’s father called or wrote and invited her to come to Chicago, IL to the Columbian Exposition at the World’s Fair.  Julia decided to take the baby with her.  When she got off the train, Dr. Buell said “You can’t see the fair with a baby.”  So he took the baby to a daycare (or whatever word they used back then).  They asked the name of the baby, and he didn’t know.  So he said Columbia, from the Columbian Exposition.  They asked for a middle name; he thought for a minute (he was a great admirer of Queen Isabella) and he said Isabella for her middle name.  That is how Columbia got her name.  She always said “what a name to tack onto a little baby”.  Twenty-four letters in her full name.  Columbia Isabella Powelson.  They sometimes called her “Col”.  Also in college, they would call her Polly.  

  There was a saying in the family, when asked how large was the family, the answer was “It was so large, that each of the 9 sisters had 2 brothers.” 

Added:  Apr 2008     http://iagenweb.org/boards/henry/documents/index.cgi?read=175174
The Powelson Girls 

POWELSON, BLINN, HUESTON, BAIRD, BEST, VAUGHN, WARHURST, BUELL,[WALKER]
In the Washington (D.C.) correspondence in Sunday's Des Moines Register is the following concerning a former Mt. Pleasant woman, well remembered by the older folks here, 'One of those Powelson girls." 

"Ethel Hueston (Mrs. Randolph Blinn) came down from New York last this week to be one of the honored guests at a celebrity luncheon given Friday by the Washington branch of the League of American Pen Women.

"Mrs. [Ethel] Blinn, whose "Mother Went Mad on Monday" was her thirty-fourth book since "Prudence of the Parsonage" thirty-four years ago, is from Mt. Pleasant and various Iowa towns where her father was a Methodist minister, and was graduated from Iowa Wesleyan college. Her latest book has gone into several editions, including one in Great Britain. 

"Mrs. [Ethel] Blinn lived in Washington for several years, and also has a home in New Jersey. At the moment, she is living with her son-in-law and daughter, Maj. and Mrs. Nathaniel Lincoln Baird, at Hamilton Field, Cal. While in the Capital she is the guest of Dr. Winifred Willard, also from Mt. Pleasant and secretary of the Pen Women's league. 

Mrs. [Ethel] Blinn was one of the daughters of Reverend and Mrs. Charles W. Powelson, the father being a member of the old Iowa conference, who in 1892 was sent to the Mt. Pleasant circuit, and served five years. In Mrs. Blinn's parsonage stories, Prudence of the Parsonage, and others, the scene was here in Mt. Pleasant and the period the five years of her father's service here. The stories are redolent of the old parsonage and the many references to locale. We remember Pastor Powelson very well, and his good wife and their interesting children. 

Ethel, the author, graduated from Iowa Wesleyan with the class of 1909. She was a member of Pi Beta Phi, and active in all college affairs. In 1911 she was married to Mr. W.J. Hueston and still subscribes her literary work as by "Ethel Hueston" Some years after the death of her husband in 1917 she married an army officer, Captain Edward J. Best, who lived but a few years. A few years ago she married, the third time, Randolph Blinn, who for many years was connected with federal activities in the national capital. 

Ethel Hueston's sister, Clara, also graduated from Wesleyan with the class of 1906, became a school teacher. She was married in 1916 to James C. Vaughn, but in 1917 she died at her home in California and was brought back here for interment by her parents. 

Another one of "those Powelson girls" is Mary Powelson Warhurst of our community. She graduated from Wesleyan with the class of 1917. While in college she organized a chapter of Zeta Tau Alpha. Later she took her degree of B.E. at Columbia School of Expression and her A.M. at the Columbia School of Speech in 1931. 

Mrs. Warhurst served as director of speech at Muscatine high school for three years; at Des Moines university for four years, and Iowa Wesleyan six years. Under the pen name of "Thrall Buell" she has written much. "Thrall Buell" calls up memories of the grandfather of Mrs. Warhurst; also of his Arabian stallion. Mr. Buell lived on Division street and the residence and acreage now owned by Mr. White, the dairyman. Mr. Buell was a retired minister. Prior to his death he caused to be erected on the acreage east of the residence and now an orchard, a large tomb of unusual architecture. His directions as to the disposal of his earthly remains were that he be placed in a glass covered casket, the casket placed in the tomb and then sealed with a heavy stone slab. It was also directed that each year, on the anniversary of his death, the stone slab was to be lifted and all who so desired might view the remains. This was done according to instruction. 

However, the tomb caused so much public curiosity and unkind comment that it was decided by relatives to remove the tomb and its occupant to Forest Home cemetery. The tomb stands in the southwest corner of the cemetery, and near the not often used entrance. The inscriptions on the tomb are rather unusual but so far we know the tomb has never been reopened after its removal. At that time, those in charge of the removal of the tomb saw the face and form of Mr. Buell and stated that there was little apparent physical change in the familiar features. 

The "Parsonage" referred to so often in the "Parsonage" books, was the old parsonage of the Circuit on Lincoln Street and not long ago taken down and the present modern parsonage built. Soon after leaving the Circuit charge, Rev. Powelson was engaged by Iowa Wesleyan as a field agent to solicit for the school and in which position he served for three years. Leaving the parsonage the Powelson family moved into the large square two-story residence on Exchange between Main and Broadway and known by our old timers as the Leisenring home. 

Rev. C.W. Powelson served as a minister of the gospel for twenty full years, and also three years as a field agent for Wesleyan. He died at Davis City, Iowa, January 6, 1906, at the age of 57 years, and was brought back to Mt. Pleasant for interment at Forest Home. 

· “Bystander’s Notes“ by Charles S. Rogers, Publisher-Editor of The Free Press [weekly newspaper published in Mt. Pleasant, IA] Monday, March 12, 1945 p. 2 

NOTE FROM Kathy Brehm LaPella:  At the top they list the married names of the “Powelson Girls”.  The “Buell” should be “Walker”.

My Grandma – Columbia Powelson Walker, the youngest.

