The HOMEPAGE for this site is:   http://www.lapella.net/
I have a copy of a newspaper clipping that was published on Abram J Powelson.

The bio is from a book “The History of Somerset Co, New Jersey”  

It is also in the book by Frank W. Powelson.

This is the line of the person in the story.
                 This is the line of Kathy Brehm LaPella,

 starting with my grandmother.

 






     Columbia (Pete) Isabella Powelson  Jun 25, 1893



Abram J Powelson b May 23, 1816         
                    Charles Wesley Powelson       Mar 9, 1849

   father: John A Powelson b Jul 27, 1780                                 Robert Alexander Powelson I  Bet. 1798 - 1799

      grandfather: Abraham Powelson b Feb 9, 1755 
                Charles Powelson I                 Jun 16, 1774

        great grandfather: Johannes Powelson b Apr 1719
        Powel Charles Powelson        Oct 17, 1716

          great great grandfather: Cornelius (Cornelis Paulisse) Powelson  Abt. 1671   same person

The article about Abram J Powelson that is scanned into the computer.

  The Powelson family came very early to this country.  Capt. Jacob Powelson is recorded as having arrived from Holland in the ship “Fredenberg” on Jan 24, 1640.  Nicholas Powelson came from Ditmarsen in the ship “Gilded Otter” in 1657, and Gomen Paulison from Antwerp in the ship “St. John the Baptist” in 1661.  From these the family in America are supposed to have descended.

  Johannes Powelson, born April, 1719, the great grandfather of the subject of this sketch, purchased a large tract of land in Bedminster Township, Somerset Co., on May 1, 1767, and about that time he took up his residence in that section.  A portion of the house which he erected in 1768 is still standing, and with an addition built in 1786, constitutes the residence of his great-grandson J.V.D. Powelson. 

 The children of Johannes Powelson were:

  1.  John, born Oct 24, 1746; 

  2. Cornelius, born May 29, 1748

  3. Jeane, born Jan. 17, 1750

4. Catharine, wife of Peter Doughty, born Sept 11, 1751

5. Anne, wife of William Chevris, born May 3, 1753

6. Abraham, born Feb 9, 1755

7. Paul born Dec 5, 1756

8. Hendrick, born Oct 7, 1758

9. Sarah, wife of Christopher Frazer born Aug 7, 1760

10. and Manah, born June 29, 1762

Johannes Powelson died in July, 1788.

  Abraham Powelson was born on the date mentioned above, and came to Bedminster township at the age of twelve.  He married Lamatjee Messler and had eleven children (including two pair of twins), most of whom lived and died in Bedminster township. 

Some of these children were:

1. John A. Powelson b July 27, 1780

2. Abraham

3. Cornelius

4. Peter

5. Maria, who married Martin Beekman

6. Sarah, wife of Philip Clarkson

7. Lanah, wife of Jacob Van Dorn

8. and Arian, who married Francis Hastings.

Abraham Powelson died in 1807, and his wife in 1836.

  John A. Powelson was born July 27, 1780.  He married Aletta, daughter of William Van Dorn, of Millstone, on April 27, 1815, and had children, --

1. Abram J.   May 23, 1816

2. J.V.D. Powelson

3. Catharine M, who married Jerome Van Nest.

He passed his life as a farmer on the old homestead in Bedminster, and died in 1854, in the seventy-fourth year of his age.

  Abram J Powelson, the subject of this sketch, was born on the old Powelson place in Bedminster township on May 23, 1816, where he passed the early years of his life, enjoying a common-school education.  On Nov 5, 1840, he was united in marriage to Sarah Ann, daughter of John A. Van Nest (she was born April 14, 1813), and on December 15th of the same year he removed to the farm which he now owns and occupies in Bridgewater township, which he purchased in 1854.  Here he has since resided engaged in agricultural pursuits.  He is a Republican in politics, though no seeker after office.  He was formerly a member of the Reformed Church of Bedminster, but upon the organization of the Presbyterian Church of Pluckamin he became identified with that body, and has been an elder of the church for over twenty years.  He is known as a man of strict integrity, conscientious and devoted to principle, and a representative agriculturist. 

  His children are:

1. Abraham V.N., a lawyer at Middletown, N.Y.

2. Catharine Adeline, wife of John L Hageman, of South Branch;

3. and John A., living at home.

I didn’t know where I got the article from when I first put this on the Internet.  I am now studing

Frank W Powelson’s book.  

This is who he gave credit to for finding this information.

From Frank W Powelson:  “The greatest difficulty with this undertaking was to find a starting point. This was obtained through my friend James H. Duthie who was studying Architecture at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. In 1912 I had asked him to look up some records in that city and he sent the following letter”
