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Written 2000 by Ruth Opfell Roberts

To my cousins:

Joseph Walker married Cloy Jane Powelson

3rd Child:

Henry Allen Walker married Carrie Scott

Children:

Scott Walker I married Columbia Powelson

Hazel Walker Forbes married Oliver Forbes

Carrie Walker Opfell married Edward Opfell

     1st child:  John Burton Opfell

     3rd child:  Ruth Opfell Roberts

     4th child:  James (Jim) Edward Opfell

Willis (Bill) Walker married Mildred Robison

John Burton Opfell (1924-      )

Son of Edward Opfell and Carrie Walker Opfell

  He completed his undergraduate degree in Chemical Engineering at the University of Wisconsin while in the Navy V-12 program.  He then completed his tour of duty as deck officer (Ensign) on the USS Mark L. Hersey, AP148, which crossed the Pacific with him four times and around the world once.  John obtained a Master of Science degree in Chemical Engineering from California Institute of Technology and a Master of Business Administration degree from the Leland Stanford Junior University.  In 1954, he received a Ph.D. degree in Chemical Engineering and Mathematics from California Institute of Technology.  

  John and Olga Anna Strandvold were married in September 10, 1954, in San Marino, California.   Olga is a writer and a graduate of the State University of Iowa and its Writer's Workshop.  John and Olga lived in Lafayette, California, when their son Christopher Kaj was born (1955) and in Berkeley, California, when their identical twin sons, Thane Fredrick and Jon Guido, were born (1957). 

   During this period John was employed by Cutter Laboratories.  Since 1960, John and Olga have lived in Southern California while John was employed in a variety of engineering management and research positions.  John was author or coauthor of one book and 32 technical papers.  He traveled extensively, visiting about four dozen nations at various times.  As a National Academy of Science delegate, he addressed five of the international space science meetings.  He is cited in American Men and Women of Science. 
  Olga is writing her ninth book.  Her first, Prairie Princess, is a story of her mother's life as a child growing up on the Minnesota frontier.  Her other books are Modjeska Reader; Lady Laureates; The King James Bible Translators; Women Prime Ministers and Presidents; Queens, Empresses, Grand Duchesses, and Regents; and Special Visions (Profiles of Women Artists).   She expects publication of her book about the heads of the no-longer reigning houses of Europe in 2000.  John lives in retirement where he does research for Olga's writing projects.  They live in Torrance, California.

