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Ludwig Johann Brehm married Dorothea (Hölzer) Helzer             //   Peter Yost b Nov 5, 1838 married Anna Elisabeth (Alice) Schmer b Mar 4, 1841

   Nicholas O (Nick) Brehm b Dec 16, 1860               married Margaret (Maggie/Margaretha) Yost b Jun 21, 1865

         Sam Brehm

              Harold Brehm

                  Kathy Brehm LaPella    (me)

NICHOLAS AND MARGARET YOST BREHM

***NEEDED, STORIES ANYONE REMEMBERS ABOUT THEM***

Hitchcock County History Book published 1989

Nicholas O Brehm was born 16 Dec 1860 at Norka, Russia

He was married 19 Nov 1882 at Sutton, NE to Margaret “Maggie” Yost.

There, they had their first son John.  Then the family moved to homestead four and one-half miles northwest of Culbertson, Hitchcock Co, NE.

Here they built a sod house to live in.  Thirteen more children were born to this union at the homestead.  All of the 14 children attended school at District #21.

As the years passed, a two-story frame house was built.  Maggie raised chickens and Nick had milk cows and raised pigs.  They had a big garden each year.  They farmed with huge ploy horses.  

(Her story continues with the birth of her brothers and sisters)

By Elise Brehm

From Kathy Brehm LaPella

Someone told me that Maggie played the accordion very well.

From Abe Frank:

He said that Nick and Margaret moved to Culbertson, NE when there were still a few Indians in NE.

Memories from Mary and Elise Brehm about their life’s, as given to Kathy Brehm LaPella and Cara Walker Brehm in 1976 at the Brehm and Yost family reunion in Lincoln, NE.

We have them on tape.

Question to Mary and Elise:  What was Nick like

Answer from Mary:  He was sweeter than me.

Question:  Was Nick hard on you kids?

Answer:  He made us work.  He gave me 1 spanking in all my life that was all I needed.   

          He was a hard working guy.  We was poor, we didn’t have much money to go on.

Question:  Tell us the story about the windmill.

Mary:  We were out for a ride on evening and I told the girls (Elise and Esther) that they pulled up the farm, it was completely gone, they even pulled the windmill hole out of the ground and made postholes.  Ha, ha, ha, oh, that was naughty.

Harold Brehm talking.  They got postholes out of the hole where the windmill used to be.

Mary:  yeah, they did

           Ohhh, shut her off   (she didn’t like being recorded)

Question:  What did you grow?

Answer:  A lot of watermelons.  People would come in and steal them.  We had alfalfa on the side.  Helping irrigate, that was a hard job.  Raised chickens and milked cows.  Made sauerkraut for the winter.  We would wash our feet good and go down to the seller.

John was born in Sutton, but the rest of us were all born on the farm west of town, all 13 of us.

Grew wheat and corn.  He hauled it to town and then that guy was back with the 1928 Chevy.  The man came out and showed Mary how to drive the car.

For the 50th wedding anniversary,  they had dinner.  They took the whole family down and took a picture.  Bill and Sam and Ben, all of us there.  All the neighbors.

Elise:  It was nice so we could have it out in the garage.  All I can remember, they used to call dad the Brehmer Weisser because he had white hair.

Memories of Grandson Harold Brehm:   (Son of Sam and Katie Brehm)

Harold Brehm used to sit on their large draft horses. He was born in 1924, and so he would have been about 4-9 years old.  They were about 4 foot wide on the back and he had to hold onto the mane to stay on.  Nick and Maggie watched him close.  Nicholas only spoke a little English and would call him “Harley”, because he couldn’t pronounce the name Harold.  

They used to butcher the pigs and salt them down.  Put them in the salt grain to preserve them and bury them in pork fat.


Grandpa Nick traded a load of wheat for a 1928 Chevy car. He drove it until he died in 1933.  The car was willed to Mary Brehm.  Mary, Esther and Elise drove the car in parades.  They would wear bonnets and get all dressed up.  They would use the car as ‘their old car’ running errands and hauling to the dump.

Harold Brehm bought the car from Mary in 1969 and paid Mary to store the car in her garage.  In 1975 Harold and his family drove to Culbertson, NE and hauled the car on a trailer to Mountain Home, ID.  He put a new battery in it and drove it around the block.  In 1999, Harold’s daughter, Sally Brehm Ring, and her husband Bill, hauled the car from Mountain Home, ID to Everett, WA.  Bill is now restoring the car so it will run again.

Families living near Nick and Margaret:

1. One family living near them were the Alberts, Elise Brehm remembers.

2. Per the 1900 census of Clay Co, NE.  George Yost and his wife Emma and family lived on a farm nearby.  They were next to each other on the census.

George and Emma’s son Henry married Nicholas and Margaret’s daughter Emma.   This is the YOST line that I haven’t connected yet.  

Obit:  Brehm Funeral Tuesday; was pioneer of the Area

Culbertson, Oct 9 – Funeral services will be held here Tuesday for Nick Brehm, 72, early pioneer and prominent farmer of this region.  Mr. Brehm died at his home northwest of here Sunday morning.

  Rites will be held first at the home at 1 o’clock (mountain time) and at the Evangalical church in Culbertson one hour later.  Rev. F.C. Ebinger will be the pastor in charge of the rites.  

  Mr. Brehm homesteaded in this section of the country about 40 years ago.  He was preceded in death by his wife who died last January.  The Gregg and Herrmann funeral home of McCook will be in charge.

Obit:  Brehm Funeral Services at A Culbertson Church.

Mrs. Margaret Brehm’s funeral services will be held at the Culbertson Evangelical church at 2 pm Monday, it was announced by the Gregg and Herrmans mortuary, which is marking the arrangements.  Rev. F.C. Ebinger, pastor of the church, will officiate.

Mrs. Brehm, a resident of a Culbertson farm community since 1892 passed away at her home early yesterday morning.  Several of her children reside in McCook.

