The HOMEPAGE for this site is:   http://www.lapella.net/
Note:  not all children are listed.

1.  Joseph Buell b Jun 27, 1772 married Hannah Rider b Mar 13, 1775

     2.  Hiram Buell b Oct 30, 1799 married Magdaline Coffman b Sep 1, 1801

          3.  Abraham Woodruff Buell b Jun 9, 1830 married Harriet Minerva Thrall b Dec 30, 1832

               4.  Julia Anne Buell b Jul 10, 1854 married Charles Wesley Powelson b Mar 9, 1849

                    5.  Carlos Fremont Powelson b Jul 2, 1871

                    5.  Columbia (Pete) Isabella Powelson b Jun 25, 1893 married Scott Allen Walker I b Feb 16, 1893

                         6.  Cara Walker b 1928 married Harold Brehm b 1924

                               7.  Kathy Brehm married Art LaPella    (me)

                4.  Americus Webster Buell b Feb 2, 1856

                     5.  Rosa Dell Buell b Jul 3, 1886 married Thomas Hall Feeley b 1883

                          6.  Margaret Feeley b Jul 28, 1918 married Virgil J Watts b Apr 17, 1921

 
    4.  Carlos Fremont Buell b Oct 7, 1861 married Clara Batman b Sep 17, 1862

Abraham Woodruff Buell  1830 – 1911

Document written: 2001

1. Abraham Buell lived on Cedar Lane or in that general vicinity.

2. Doctor; practiced medicine in his early years.   See the website for a picture of his hospital.

    Margaret Feeley Watts sent a copy of one of his letters he had sent to her mother Rosa.

    He was loved and worked hard for the people of his city.

3. Served as a physician on a transport vessel during the Civil War

4. a.  Memories from Margaret Feeley Watts about her grandfather, Americus Webster Buell, Abraham’s son.

    Letter from Margaret 1995 to Cara Ruth Walker Brehm

    This was not a really hard project and it sure brought back memories of Grandma & Grandpa Web.  I can remember the smell of the house (no cigarettes or booze) and there was always butter, sugar, dessert bowls and spoons on the table for fresh fruit in season.  I can almost hear the sound of footsteps to the sitting room and up the stairs.  A Victorian parlor ran the full length of the house and for some reason, I always whispered when I was in there.

  When you look over the past you realize that sooner or later we all become just a name.  Makes you wonder why we work so hard, get so mad and struggle against each other while we're here.  100 yrs from now - who cares.

   b.  She also remembers Americus standing by the stove and reciting the poem “The Raven”.  He wrote a lot of poams.

Clippings from an Iowa newspaper Oct 31, 1946 before the viewing at the tomb.

  Mt. Pleasant--The body of a doctor who died 36 years ago will be taken from its tomb for public examination Sunday afternoon at Forest Home cemetery here, in keeping with provisions of his last will and testament.

  Relatives said it was a last wish of Dr Abraham W. Buell, that his body is examined annually through the clear glass panes in the top of this casket, and that the public is invited.

  The casket was placed in a mausoleum in the cemetery & a heavy marble slab moved over it.

  Relatives reported the body was viewed 10 years ago & seemed to be in good condition.

  To Hold Picnic:  Preceding the opening of the tomb Sunday afternoon, relatives of Dr Buell will hold a reunion picnic at Saunders Park in Mt Pleasant.  Mrs. O. W. Metsker of Keokuk, IA is in charge of the picnic arrangements.  Some members of the family are coming from long distances to attend the gathering. 

  It was Dr. Buell's desire that his estate be left to the city of Mt. Pleasant and that it be used to establish an old people's home, relatives said.

  The planned charge:  Fearful, however, that the city might have trouble in financing the upkeep of the home, the doctor stated in his will that his body should be embalmed so that he would be preserved forever and that his casket should be removed from the tomb & a small admission be charged to view his body.

  Relatives in Mt Pleasant said they had no plans for charging admission to view the remains since that old people’s home was never established.  They reported the body was embalmed by the Unterkircher Funeral Home, Burlington.

  Dr. Buell was 81 years old at the time of his death & the funeral arrangements, which he made prior to his death cost him in the vicinity of $1500.00, his relatives said.  He had the casket with the pane glass top made on special order and advised the Unterkircher Funeral Home to do their best to preserve his body forever, the relatives said.

  In case of rain Sunday, the picnic will be held at the home of Mary Warhurst, 511 S Jackson, Mt. Pleasant, a granddaughter of Dr Buell.

A Clipping from the newspaper, after the viewing Sunday Sept 1, 1946:

  Buell Relatives, others look into the casket.

Mt. Pleasant---33 picnicking descendants.......strain their eyes and imaginations to see the remains of Dr Abraham W Buell, dead for 36 years, in his glass topped casket Sunday afternoon in Forest Home Cemetery.

  Greenish-blue fungus growths under the plate-glass in the top of the casket, coupled with definite disintegration of the old doctor's body, made visual examination of the remains matter of conjecture-and viewers reportedly saw everything from a grinning skeleton to Dr Buell in his full-dress suit just as he was buried.

   1-Inch Beard:  Nearly everyone agreed, however, that a beard about 10 inches in length could be seen in the coffin.

  "I don't see anything down there but a little pile of bones," said 1 lady relative.

  "I see the old gentleman just as he was buried 36 years ago", ejaculated another.  "Even his black bow-tie is real neat."

    Another woman complained she could see nothing under the plate glass of the casket except "his shirt buttons"

  The descendants of Dr Buell assembled in Mt. Pleasant from 3 states for the 1st family reunion in years.  Following a picnic and to view his remains--which the doctor suggested might be done yearly, according to his last will.

  Plans for the foundation of the old people's home in Mt. Pleasant fell through shortly after the old doctor's death and the estate went to relatives.  The tomb was never opened until 1929, and then only for immediate descendants of Dr. Buell.  They reported he looked as though he were keeping well under the glass panels.  No publicity was given the 1929 exhibit.

  Crowd at Cemetery:  One grandson of Dr Buell said he thought a few members of the family had looked at the body in 1913, when the whole tomb was transported from the Buell home on the eastern side of Mt. Pleasant to the Forest Home cemetery.

  As plans were formulated for the family reunion Sunday, some relatives said it would be more in keeping with the late doctors will to invite the public.  The function was publicized via Saturday's Hawk-Eye Gazette.

  More conservative descendants of the doctor were shocked when they arrived at the cemetery shortly before 3pm Sunday & found more than 100 curious persons assembled for the opening of the tomb.  Some persons had driven from points as distant as Ottumwa and Keokuk.

  Peek under blanket:  By prying up the heavy marble slab over the top of the tomb with an iron bar, iron pipe-rollers were placed under the slab which was rolled back about 1/3 of the length of the tomb.  The glare of the afternoon sun on the glass top of the tomb made seeing inside difficult.  An umbrella was at first used as a shield from the sunlight, then a worn army blanket.  The latter proved fairly satisfactory & 2 or 3 persons at a time put their heads under the blanket for looks at the glass topped casket approximately 2 feet below the top of the tomb.

  A great-grandson of Dr Buell acted as monitor at the tomb keeping some order among the heads eager to go under the blanket.

  Crowd Out Relatives:  Many caustic comments were exchanged between descendants of Dr Buell and other persons anxious to view the remains.  In the shoving & pushing that resulted from the approximately 150 persons crowding around the cemetery plot, a grandson of the doctor told the crowd in a loud voice that "all relatives get a look at the old man first."

  "This's a public affair, ain't it?" asked one non-relative.

  "No, it’s not public", said the grandson, "It's just for us kin-folks."

  "The hell it's not public", retorted the other.  "I read about it in the Burlington Hawk-Eye"

  Although there had been only 35 relatives registered at the picnic, nearly all the crowd of 150 at the cemetery crowded in for a look into the tomb as the monitor called for "relatives only".

  "Are you sure you are a relative?" the great-grandson asked a boy about 12 years of age who was trying to stick his head under the blanket.

  "Sure I am a relative...at least, I think I am”, stammered the youth.

  After the remains had been viewed for about an hour and 20 minutes, the monitor called out that he thought all the relatives had had a look, and then he took the blanket away.

  Unannounced fee:  Although the family had announced no fees would be charged for viewing the remains, 1 elderly man who said he was a direct descendant of Dr. Buell began collecting .50 donations from all who were willing to contribute.

  When one contributor asked what the money was for, since the old people’s home had not been founded.  The collector stated, "The money is needed to further the movement."  He offered no other explanation.

  After being open 1 hour and 45 min, the tomb was closed when family members rolled the heavy slab back into position and pulled out the rollers.

  No announcement was made concerning a future showing of the remains of Dr. Buell, but one relative from Illinois commented he doubted if there would be another time. "For one reason," he asserted, "there weren't enough folks seeing the same thing down there under the glass."

*******************************************************************

The next opening was at a Walker family reunion on Oct 9, 1976.

BIZARRE INVITATION IN WILL:  come see me when I'm gone.

 By Sandy Williams  New Staff Writer   (clippings only)

 Seventy-five persons, some from as far away as Rhode Is. and Washington State, gathered at Forest Home Cemetery last summer, brought there by the terms of an unusual will written in the early 1900's.

  As the descendants of Dr Buell watched, National Guardsmen, using heavy equipment, lifted the top from Buell's tomb so his remains could be viewed.

*******************************************************************

From a letter from Bee Powelson Christmas 1986:

  By the time Buell made his handwritten will, he had designed a special casket & tomb & had overseen the construction of both.  The tomb was to be permanently placed in the front yard of his "home/hospital”. In 1906 Buell added a codicil to his will and outlined the unusual post-death plans.

  He specified that $100 of his estate be set aside & that the interest from that many would be used, each year, to "cause my tomb to be unveiled, that people so desiring may view my remains & in cleaning & repainting the lettering at least once a year for all time.

 "All surplus expenses to be paid from the admission fee to be charged to all persons who view my remains except those who do the unveiling"

 And he must have expected quite a crowd--"all money arising from said admissions fees over & above actual expenses" were to be added to the treasury of the home & hospital.

  By the time Buell wrote the continuance of the "home and Hospital", he left instructions that $140 of his estate be used to purchase the title on the lots on which the home was located & that the whole be left in the IA conference of Methodist Episcopal Church for its use as an "old peoples" home, orphans home or for any other charitable purpose.

 Apparently by 1909 Buell had his specially designed tomb on the front lawn of the home/hospital.  The casket was built of heavy metal with a plate glass top & was designed to be air & watertight.  The tomb, which holds the casket, is made of stone with the Buell family history engraved on the side & more briefly on the end.  It was designed so the "lid" could be rolled back or lifted away so family & the curious could view his remains.

  Buell had finished with his will, had seen to the completion of his.....confident that his wishes would be carried out.  But it was not to be.

  After his death his children fought the will, primarily on the grounds that the "deceased was unsound mind & did not have sufficient mental capacity" & the will was the result of "an insane idea & delusion" of the deceased.

  The church conference would not accept the trust of property under the conditions Buell had specified, neighbors objected to the tomb on the lawn & his children went to court over the will.

  The house apparently was sold & no longer exists, the tomb was moved to Forest Home Cemetery-& by the time the estate was settled, there was little left.  For that matter, the estate by the time Buell died, seems to have existed primarily in his mind.  He died with $17.93 in the bank--& what properties he owned apparently were sold, his children the heirs to what, if anything, was left.

  What happened to his plans for viewing his remains?

  There is no record of when the tomb was first opened, or how often or if, indeed, admission was ever charged.  According to a Sep 3, 1946 account in The Mt.Pleasant News, the tomb was opened on Sunday Sept 1, 1946.  (See above)

  It appears no one will ever know whether Buell's wishes were, indeed, the result of an unsound mind--or that of a philanthropist who came up with a rather bizarre method for financing a home & hospital for the needy.

  Just as no one really knows whether, in perhaps another 30 years, Buell's wishes to have his remains on view will once again be carried out.

  Dr Buell had invented his own embalming fluid & said that he would be preserved forever. While viewing his remains, to our amazement his flesh was all intact and looked like black marble. His white curly hair & beard looked like spun glass.  The reason for the different stories was due to the reflection of the sky & fungus underneath, which made it difficult to see thru the plate glass.  We then got a blanket to cover the opening & had to use a flashlight.

  Carlos Freemont Powelson was the administrator of the estate & was given the formula for the embalming fluid.  When asked what happened to it, said, "I threw it away. How did I know it would work?"  Bee Powelson

********************************************************************************

