I am Kathy Brehm LaPella.  This is part of my website.  Please click here to go to my homepage and find more information.

The HOMEPAGE for this site is:   http://www.lapella.net/
This story is by Lucile Wayne Frickle 1904-1995.

This is how Lucile is related to my YOST family.         (My family connects 2 generations further back on the Yost side.  Kathy LaPella)

1.  Johannes Yost b 1786 married Anna Elisabeth Tillemann b Apr 4, 1787

     2.  Heinrich Yost b Jan 5, 1808 married Christina Sauer b Jan 1, 1809

          3.  Sophia Yost b Jan 6, 1830 married Heinrich (Henry) Ross b Jul 28, 1828

                4.  Sophia Ross b Feb 13, 1848 married Johannes Burbach b May 25, 1845

                      5.  Adam Burbach b Jun 15, 1885

                           6.  Reuben Adam Burbach b Nov 9, 1908

                                  7.   ***Shirley B Burbach married Dale Richard Cantrell   *She has updated her family*

                      5.  William (Bill) Burbach b Jan 4, 1881 married Elizabeth Scheidemann b Oct 18, 1889

6. Laurietta Elizabeth Burbach b Sep 23, 1917

7.   **Gerald Lee (Jerry) Fuehrer     **He has updated his family**

4. Elizabeth Ross b Apr 10, 1851 married Johann Adam Brehm b Feb 20, 1852

5.  Margaretha (Margaret) Brehm b Jul 3, 1879 married Samuel Wayne

            6.  Lucile Margaret Wayne b Dec 15, 1904 d Dec 28, 1995 married Alec Lore Frickle
5.  Christina (Christine) Brehm b Dec 20, 1887 married Wallace R Ball 

                 4.   Magdalena (Lena/Gina) Ross b Dec 20, 1866 married Conrad Brehm III b Sep 22, 1869

                       5.    Hulda Brehm b May 8, 1899

How she is related to my BREHM family.   Conrad and Johannes are brothers.

1.  Conrad Brehm b 1781 married Catharina Pfeifer b Jan 18, 1786

     2.  Adam Brehm b Aug 22, 1817  married Elisabeth Wielemann b Mar 12, 1817

          3.  Johann Adam Brehm b Feb 20, 1852 married Elizabeth Ross b Apr 10, 1851


                 4.  Margaretha (Margaret) Brehm Jul 3, 1879 married Samuel Wayne

      5.   Lucile Margaret Wayne b Dec 15, 1904 d Dec 28, 1995 married Alec Lore Frickle

Kathy LaPella’s family:

1.  Johannes Brehm I b Oct 6, 1779 married Catharina Elisabeth Scheidemann

2. William Brehm I b Aug 17, 1813

3.  Ludwig Johann Brehm b Aug 20, 1838

    4.    Nicholas O (Nick) Brehm b Dec 16, 1860 

                        this is my Great Great grandpa - the line of Kathy Brehm LaPella

This story is by Lucile Wayne Frickle 1904-1995.

[There is no year when this was written, my guess is about 1980, and then updated.  She is both a Yost and a Brehm.]

This is going to be a short history of Henry Ross and his wife Sophia Yost Ross and their family, together with the family tree.  I am deeply indebted to my late Aunt Christine Brehm Ball, Hulda Brehm, and all the others of you who have helped me to compile this information.  

Perhaps some of you have known the reason, but I didn’t and wondered for many years about the family.  Why were they German and yet many had lived and were born in Russia?  Finally in 1967 I asked my aunt about this and also started some research.

It seems many years ago a Russian Czar had married a German-born princess and because she was lonesome for her people, he thought he would bring some of the Germans into Russia.  So it became the policy of the Russian government to invite Colonists from Western Europe, particularly Germans, to settle in Russia in order to bring under civilized control and cultivation many areas of uninhabited and virgin land.

Extraordinary inducements were offered the people and in 1763 by The Manifesto of German-born Empress Catherine II (Catherine the Great), she inaugurated the policy, which served as the inducement during the entire colonization period.  The Manifesto offered such privileges as Freedom of Worship, Freedom from taxes for 10 years, Freedom from Military Duty during their residency and the military exemption extended to their children.  Control over their schools, local self-government and they did not have to become Russian citizens.  

The first colonists settled along the Volga River in Central Russia which was Catharina’s primary concern and 104 colonies settled there from 1764 to 1768.  I don’t know the year, but our family settled at Norka, a distance of about 40 miles from Saratoff.  Later Catherine’s grandson, Alexander I, opened the Black Sea area of South Russia in 1804, but colonization was terminated in 1859.

Finally in 1870, there was a great change made in the Russian policy.  Czar Alexander II sought to assimilate these Germans as rapidly as possible, and while a 10 year period of grace was given, it was not honored, and a second decree in 1874 instituted military conscription.  Many of the colonists were Mennonites and therefore Pacifists, but no exceptions were allowed and all males were required to serve in the military.  Many who would not serve were sent to Siberia, as others had been during some of the years for the least offense.  Alexander II had a policy expressed in one sentence, “One Czar, One Religion, One Language”.

Most of the families were farmers as there was not much industry in Russia.  However, there were some well educated Germans, as very few Russians were; so the German scientists, builders and construction workers came in and helped rebuild much of the country after small wars with neighboring countries.  They set up schools and businesses and these educated Germans had a great influence on the Russians.  Eventually they became afraid they would get too strong and join up with the German Army when it marched into Russia during the First World War, and again many of the remaining Germans were sent into Siberia. 

The farmers grew more food than ever before, but most of them were only shareholders and were cheated out of much they should have had.  They had to go into Saratoff for all their supplies.  The women did spinning and weaving and had to go there for the cotton and wool to make the thread.  Everyone had a garden, cows for milk and meat, and all did their baking.  Most of the time they walked to Saratoff, unless they had grain to sell; then they used the horse and wagon, and several families would go together, because of thieves and wolves.  The Volga would freeze over in the wintertime so they would travel over it because it was a shorter distance.  My Aunt said Grandpa Ross would tell them lots of wolf stories when he came to their house to visit.  I had the pleasure of meeting him a few times when I was a little girl, but not speaking German, couldn’t understand him, except for a few words.

During the years Germany had sent ministers or missionaries to their people in Russia, and in time they started telling the people about America.  Finally a collection was taken up among the people and two men were sent to America to look over the country.  They didn’t take back a very good report, having stayed only along the east coast and in the cities.  Some years later two more men were sent and they went inland further and found much land that could be farmed.  After these men returned, groups of families began coming to America and settling in the Midwest.  As soon as they could save enough money they sent for others of their family, and they in turn sent for others.  Records show that the first of these began migrating to the Dakotas and Nebraska in 1873, though some had come as early as 1849 and settled in Ohio.

As many of these early immigrants settle in Sutton, NE, so did our families.  The first to come was Sophia Ross Burback, her husband and family.  They later sent for her father and mother, Henry & Sophia Ross, who brought with them their son George Ross, and his wife, and three single daughters, Louise Ross Yost, Lena Ross Brehm, and Kate Ross Krieger.  They arrived in this country in 1886.  Henry Ross later sent for other daughters and their families who were already married.

The following pages list the families and descendants as near as I have been able to obtain information.  As I receive more thru the years, I will forward it to you and you can add it on.

  Prepared by Lucile Wayne Frickle

(The family information, mentioned above, is in included in this Website’s charts.  Kathy Brehm Lapella)

**The following information was added by Jerry Fuehrer via email October 2002.

“Interesting to note the comment of Lucile’s about Sophia Ross Burbach being in the US first and then her parents and sisters.

 

I have a passport, written in Russian, French and German from October 25, 1886.  Part of it says “Henry Ross, his wife Sophia, daughters Christina-Elizabeth (age 20-1/2), Maria Magdalene (age 20), Cathryn Marie (age 16) and Louisa (age 14), they go to America.  5 ruble was the cost for the customs service.  Hand written note in back of book (looks like it was written by my grandmother Elizabeth (Scheidemann) Burbach says “passport of Henry Ross, Grandfather of Wm Burbach, his grandson Wm Burbach, son of ……”

THEN another passport that says in part “Johan George Ross, wife Katheryn Margret and daughter Elizabeth 1 year old”.  Also dated October 25, 1886.

     Pretty neat stuff! 

Your info said “three daughters”.  Louise (probably the passport Louisa), Lena (probably the passport Magdalene) and Kate (probably the passport Cathryn)?  So where did the 4th daughter Christina go?                  

 

History’s mysteries…”

Gerald (Jerry) Fuehrer

***Information from  Shirley Burbach married Dale Richard Cantrell   
   I wish I had stories to add to the family information, but no one talked about where they had come from and it wasn't until the last couple years when I started on this genealogy that I knew they were Germans from Russia.  The only story I heard was from Aunt Bernice, grandma Dora Burbach's brothers were very upset when they put in her obituary that she was from Russia.  She died in 1950 and I guess that 
was soon enough after the war that they didn't want anyone to know where they were from.  And everyone that I can ask questions of are gone now.

